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MORE UM ATHLETES DON CAPS AND GOWNS 
MISSOULA -
Graduation rates among University of Montana athletes jumped 16 percent in four years, 
according to UM’s annual report to the NCAA.
Fifty-one percent of athletes who enrolled at UM during the 1988-89 academic year have 
collected their diplomas, said Marie Hibbard, UM’s athletic academic services coordinator. That’s 
up 13 percent from last year, she said.
Graduation rates among college athletes are published annually under a NCAA requirement 
that’s part of the association’s 9-year-old reform movement.
Hibbard said the increase is significant because UM’s athlete graduation rates are now on 
par with the national average.
The change was brought about largely because the NCAA upped the ante for prospective 
players after a mid-1980s public outcry over academic performance among college athletes, she 
said.
In the past, high school athletes were recruited based solely on their talent on the court or 
on the field, she said. Now they must have good grades as well.
In 1985, the NCAA passed Proposition 48, which sets minimum SAT or ACT test scores for 
high school students who want to play college sports. The rule also requires that students have 
passed 11 core college preparatory courses in English, science, mathematics and social sciences to 
be eligible to play. That number will increase to 13 next year.
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The new requirements are reflected in the way coaches recruit athletes, said Robin Pflugrad, 
UM’s assistant head football coach and the team’s academic liaison.
"The first thing we do is go to the high school counselor or registrar’s office and get the 
transcripts," he said, adding that if an athlete’s grades aren’t up to snuff or the core courses aren’t 
there, the student will not be recruited.
Another factor contributing to the increased graduation rates, Hibbard said, is that the 
NCAA has steadily increased player eligibility standards, requiring college athletes to maintain 
passing grades and make steady progress toward completing degree requirements.
Those new standards result in more athletes graduating within six years of entering the 
university, she said. Six years, rather than four years, is used as a measuring point since the 
average time for any student completing an undergraduate degree is just over five years.
UM Intercollegiate Athletic Director Bill Moos said UM’s graduation rates for athletes are 
"remarkable" given certain limitations at UM. Unlike their peers at many other universities, UM 
athletes receive no financial aid for summer school, do not receive priority when registering for 
classes, and have limited access to financial aid after they’ve completed four years of play and can 
no longer compete, Moos said.
Moos said that Hibbard’s NCAA-funded position has helped UM athletes.
Hibbard’s position was created two years ago with revenues from the NCAA Division 1 
men’s basketball tournament The money, earmarked for enhancing athletes’ academic 
performance, is provided annually to each Division 1 school. This year each school received 
$30,000.
Hibbard oversees the academic progress of some 250 UM athletes, particularly freshman and 
sophomores, many of whom have undeclared majors and are without other academic advisers.
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All of this attention toward academic performance has yielded results, Hibbard said. This 
spring, 107 UM athletes were honored at a luncheon for holding cumulative grade-point averages of 
3.0 or higher. Thirty-nine of those students had GPA’s of 3.5 or higher, and six had 4.0 averages.
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